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1. The presenters represent the Public Safety Radio Services

and Special Emergency Radio Service of the 47 CFR Part 90 Private

Land Mobile Radio Services within the City of Alexandria,

Virginia.

2. Public Safety 800 MHz frequencies face immediate jeopardy of

harmful interference from Specialized Mobile Radio (SMR)

enterprises that are being granted short-spacing co-channel

station licenses, on the basis of the 40/30 dBu standard, and

whose areas of mobile operations encroach upon our established

coverage areas.

3. General Category Radio Service frequencies assigned to

Public Safety/Emergency Service entities that were fully

constructed and loaded within the time specified by the

Commission deserve the protection necessary to permit operation
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sUbstantially free of interference.

4. The shortage of available Public Safety frequencies has

necessitated the use of General category frequencies by many

pUblic safety entities. The City of Alexandria's system, like

pUblic safety systems in many other jurisdictions, is designed to

receive weak signals from portable radios. Consequently, it is

highly susceptible to co-channel interference. Such interference

has the potential on occasion to jeopardize pUblic safety by

impairing, if not completely frustrating, the ability to

communicate on the frequency.

5. The proliferation of SMR enterprises in urbanized areas like

the Baltimore-Washington metropolitan area will make co-channel

interference an increasingly common problem in coming years if

the current protection ratio remains unchanged.

6. These presenters respectfully request that the Commission

protect the integrity of pUblic safety communications by

prohibiting short-spacing of base station transmitters on General

Category frequencies assigned to pUblic safety entities. In the

alternative, these presenters strongly recommend that the

Commission utilize the more stringent 40/22 dBu protection ratio

to minimize co-channel interference from mobile units to short-

spaced base stations.

Respectfully SUbmitted,

r2c~Paul D. Scho t J


